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hl' fhrms or strip malls. fhey camc to us {rom ccnturies of shit,

droppcd ovcr this placc bv .qeesc w'henttver summer beckons their

hollorv bone-. north.

Our lar,vns arr o\rerrun r,r,ith ragr,vcred ancl cluack grass, otte of them

ollcring a ro\\r of red ancl pink tulips each splinq, hcads snared through

thc chain-link the,v lcan ,rn. '['he ncarbv porch c,r'erflou's r,r.ith rideablc

plastic tovs, a \\ragon, tricycles, a fire truck, their primarv colors no',v

fadccl to Easter hues. A rnilk crate r,vith a llap o1'oltl tire nailed across

its operiing is a mailbox sei on a rottcd sideboar<l, Ramjrez 47 rn.ritten

on the rubber in wite,out. lleside this is a tin bird fcecler the shape of

Bill Clinton's hearl. Seecls spill lronr his laughing mouth and tall like

applausc each time thc lvind comes off the freighter that blorvs through

this place in thc night's unseelr hours. "Ihough the train never stops in

our tou'n, its ufiistlc can be hcard in every living room three milcs

out, Arorfiing stops here l>r.rt us, really, Hartfbrd, the capital built on in-

surancc firms, firr-anns, ancl hospital equiprncnt, bureaucracies o{'

dcath and catastrophc, is onlv tlvelve minutes b-v car dorvn the inter-

state , anrl e\rery*one rttshes past u-s, either on their tvay in or to get the

1iell out. We arc the blur in lhtr rvindor.vs of your trains and minivans,

rour Grevhounrls, our faces mangled brv rtind and spcecl like castalvav

N1unch paintings. T'hc only things we shart- u'ith the citv are the ambu-

lances, being close enough to Flartford fbr thcm to come f'etch us u''hen

rve're near dead or rattling away on stcel gurnevs vvithout next of kin.

\\'e live on thc.- eclges but die in thc heart of the state. We pav taxes on

e.'ery chcck to stantl on the sinking banks o1'a river that ber:omes the

morgur) of our rlreams,

l)ou,n our back roads, the potholes are so u'icle and dcep that, davs

after a slurmcr downpour, minnott,s clart frcel-v jn the grecn-clear

pools. Atrd out of'the dark of an unlit porch, sonteone's laugh cuts the

air so quick you could rnistake it for a gaspe,d-back sob' That hcige

shack flanked bv goldr:nrods i-s the WWII Club, a bar vl'ith three stools

and a wood-paneled vendi

honey buns. Acrosi from r

who worked the paper mi

who come home from eve

Iawn chairs staring at tht

smoky rooms where mini

sleep.
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green grows as if in retribr

so lush between the wooc

verdant light, it looks like
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Follow the tracks till tl
weeds leading to a junkvar

of amnesia, some so old tl
wrecks. Furred with ivr', t
they are relics of our misl

have done on their way hr

factory or just out wander

minds-and you walk thr
tween fauxleather seats. A,

its eye socket filled with rr
on her way from school, po

less visions.
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thc Grcat War rv ith no lirnbs and became a hero proof vou could lose

almost all of 1'oursclf in this countr\, anrl still gain a rvhcile tou'n. A

handtul ol us u.anted to be East Millsap to -soak tht sLrine and tlll thr:

stores, but thc rest lvere too proud to name oursclvcs after a kkl u'hose

lvheelchair never glidc'cl ovc'r our sidelvalks.

Lasting scven months, rvinter begins by [att: Scllterrnber. r'r'hcn the

lrost glitters on the courthouse lar,r,n ancl ovttr the hrrods of cars banked

alon.q the roads. As maples, poplars, and sassalras s\ray, the light {ilters

amber through their lear-ing leaves. Even the stecplc o1'the boarcled-up

Luthoran church gro\\rs I'rom clovc-rvhitc to day old lruttcr b,r' noon.

T'hough skeptical, \ve are not arnbivalent to hopc, Uncler all this t-,ur

main drag glorr-s i,vith its tu,o Irish bars, a rlincr, a florist, the God First

bcatLty salon, the I'ancla Gate China Wok, a holc-in the u'al[ taco joint

rvith no name, a luncral homc paintcd sk-v blue to c--omfbrt thc rar,'ages

that lie in its calling, a laundromat r,r,hose back entra.rtt:t: leads to a base:

rnent housing exactlv three coin-operated poln hootlts, Tr,vo <loors

rkrlr,n is the American Legion, \t.here thcv sell Saran-rvrappcd slir:cs tll'

purnpkin bread anrl hlack cotlee evcrr/Y Fri(lay undr:r a u'indblor,vn tarp.

There's the migrant farm laborcr's lalv ofllce behind the YMCA, u'hir:h

last 1'ear linallr hatl one of its w'ings convct'ted to a neeclle r.xchangc.

There's the huge Victorian on Lilac anclMain. l-Ioml: to our first mayor,

it's norv a halfr,r.av housc fbr recovering acldicts, thc walkwar' lined with

polycster roscs that poke out blue and violet f'ronr snorvbanks aftc.r

blizzards.

T'hcrer's the tuo-st.orrv Capc on the corlltrr paintcd onll high as

thc eldest son coulcl tcach, then abancloncd thc rvinttrr l-rc joinetl tht:

Marines, leaving it h;rlf .llive grcen for thc past scvct't )'ears. In latt'

July, a black mini-li'idge sits bv the roacl, an extcnsiOn cord running trr

the house. Insicle, rorvs of bluebc,rries srr-cat it-t qrctn PJPer Pints

besidc a col'fbe can u'ith a Post-it that rcads Rlueberries $5 Pa; ll'hot

You Can.

It's a town where hig

nights, park their stcpta:

parking lot, drinking Sn

ing Weezer and Lil War

baby in their arms and re

hasn't changed except fo

to their time-gaunt faces
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to wait for a boy to crur

you'd sit on the frost-dusr

on your lap, and watch tb

ing on theirjerseys, their

you'd turn the page it n-c

the field, gathering inkv l
between the boys' legs ar

The words gone to groun

Against all odds, n-e I

once housed a group ofrr
for the bronze statue of S

years now without water.

eight Lego model of a red

is the height of a boy nam

crushed by the very schoo

faced on a handle of Sou

watch the Patriots win tl
street widens into Route

patches of northern popp)-

right, you'll find the Colt

came one of the wealthies
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siclcs during the Cir,il War" Norv it's a Coca-Cola plant u4rere polished

red trucks line the olcl brick loading bays as ther sun slips behind the

rnountains in the ncst,
"I'herer's Cumbcrland Road, rvhich takes -vou to York Countv Wom-

en's Corrections, lined this time of -vcar r'r'ith pumpkins that flush thc

drab fiekls rvith strctche-* of' ochre bounties fbr jackrabbits and

-stan'ecl possums hoarding for rvinter. lJugging the river beyond are

slabs of sandstone pocked u'ith Poclokesaurus fbotprints, made over

195 million ,vears ago, running right up to the Wcnrly's parking lot.

Then the other fratrchiscs: Burgcr King, AutoZone, Mattress Firm,

Farnilv l)ollar, Dollar General, 
-fhen the Nite-E-Nite Motel u'ith its llve

babyshit yellow doors tacing the Kahoots nightclub across the street,

u'hich promises NEw GII{LS LVERy sEvF-N ttoNTHSt Beyond that are thc:

hand-painted signs: nRyoN's INSTA IIAII-, FIRrt\\'o()D $25 orr YoLIR FIRsr

coRl, N() FRACKING IN THF NAMrj oF IESUS, a fhdecl MARTHA BEAN Folt

2006 clry col,tprR()t,I.pn. And one in elegant red script that rearls, as if

in prophecy) cuNS AHEAD.

What do r'.ou rcally knorv about u'hat vou knorv of Nerv England?

Past the concrctr: slab w-lrcre the Citgo once stood, a cleer steps cau-

tious into a gro\re of rlilkr.veed, as if the last of jts kind, then lcaps itrt<.r

thc brush lr,hcrc, thr: crcek spills into thc riyer tlorving under King

l'hilip's llriclger. A fieightcr bridge namecl lbr the Warnpanoag chlef

n'ho led a rebcllion here to take back his lancl from Puritans, its ccment

abutment loop-s rvith colorful grafliti that. reads Sp7'K;ds 2, Guerra a los

ricos, Free ,\Iumia Abu-Jamal! !!, Laura &-Jonnv'92, niios malos, and 9/11

r.vds dn )nside iob.

It is also the last rvav out of tolvn.

Ancl it's thc very bridgc thi: bov crossccl one afternttolt on Septem-

ber t5 in 2009. llain peltecl the oversize U['S jackct draped over his

shoulclers as he rlalketl cradk:d in the heart ol'the valley, the land

srvr:eping aw.ay flr,im him torvartl boulclerous clouds sinking into tht:

horizon, He was nineteer

lifetime from first llght. H

The sky a benevolent grev

cold turned his breath to fc

steady gales slamming the r

why the ghosts never leave,

to a blur behind him. I neer

like chemically softened gr;

along the cobalt banks, thi

of this world as he glanc

lines sagging with crou,s n

the distance announcing u

before he turned from th
decided, like a good son, to
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way to the lower platfor

mute white splash'winke

cables, he inched himsell

would be highest, the c
beams.

A few yards in, he p;

tall, he knew, from a field

town's most prized achiev

money into the heart of

passing the town on their

land, even Montreal. Nos

strapped lumber or barre

painted bright yellow to r

now save for a few bolts h.

from weather.

Streetlights had come ,

giving the water the brush

ment on summer morning

"Sorry," he whispered to r

under his palms. The rain,

hair and ran cold dowrr his

tioned, without him asking

and rush to touch the river

drag you forward and all r-r

water grows warm and qui

your brain with DMT and

windless sky, free from t}e
What she didn't mentio

there'll be another edge,

insurmountable at once. H

boot wobbling over the be;

hough it r,vas true thc bc,v had rutr out ol'paths to takc, out ol

ll.a,\,-s to salvagc his lailures, hc never plannecl on jumping olf

King l'hilry's lJridgc that evening, It ri-as onll' rnltc''n he, glimpsed, be-

tl\,crcn the rail ties, the river ss,irling so massivc heloll', a placc, you

could slip clc.rnh'into, that sornething in him both joltcd and u'itherctl

at oncc. 'I'hcv lvoulcl sar he tlrc,lvt'tc<1, ol'cttursc, likc that st.rphomor.:

Ii'om Hebron thcv fitchr:<l from thc shallor,rs last sltmtner, u'ho got

r,r,astcrl at a housc partl' and u,aded out past midnight singing to him-

self, onlv to tt'ash ashot'c thr.: next morning elressetl in evt:r1'thinq irut

his shoes, I'hcre was no shame, thc boy thou-qht, in losing vourself tcr

something as naturaL as gravitv lr'hr:re ont'. tlocstr't Turnp but is pulled,

blameless, tou,ard the sca. If nothing clser, this uoultl hurt his m<-rtht:r

ie a-st.

But once hc raiscrl his le-q and liftcd himsell"over thc railitrg, he

spotted the second platlbnn belott., jutting Iar cnough to ruirkc the leap

impossible. [{e paused, starcd across the srvlrling r,allo charred bv thc

gloarn, and glimpsecl thc spot n'here the rir.cr turnt:tl torvard Chester'

County,, u.hcre thc tovvns are so small you c:ould light a cigarette as

vou drive in ancl be somepJace elsc bclbre ,r'ou b[o',v -vour {irst clrag out

the r,vinclo'vr,, Hc sucked in a brcath, lct it mist over him, thcn toed hi.s
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